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Introduction 

Welcome to the third OSH UPDATE + FIRE Newsletter. We hope that you find OSH UPDATE + FIRE useful in your 
work. It is arguably the largest collection in the world at the subscription prices offered. The collection contains both full 
text and bibliographic content in the databases. 

N.B. It currently contains 1,150,216 records including 111,463 full text documents – bigger than most Health, Safety 
and Fire Information Centres and Libraries. We are updating on a continuous basis as new data comes in. 

The subject content of OSH UPDATE + FIRE 

The 26 databases that makes up OSH UPDATE + FIRE cover a very wide 

range of topics covering all industries and workplaces. See the 

introduction to each of the individual databases on the home page. 

FOCUS on the two US NIOSH databases 

There are two databases from the United States National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) within OSH UPDATE+ FIRE – 
NIOSHTIC and NIOSHTIC-2. 

NIOSHTIC is the US National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health's (NIOSH) first electronic, bibliographic database of literature in 
the field of occupational safety and health. 

About 160 current (at the time), English language technical journals 
provided approximately 35 percent of the additions to NIOSHTIC 
annually. Retrospective information, some of which is from the 19th 
century, was also acquired and entered. 

Because NIOSH examines all aspects of adverse effects experienced by 
workers, much of the information contained in NIOSHTIC has been 
selected from sources that do not have a primary occupational safety and 
health orientation. Types of information selected include behavioural 
sciences; biochemistry; physiology and metabolism; toxicology; pathology 
and histology; chemistry, control technology; education and training; 
epidemiological studies of diseases and disorders; ergonomics; health 
physics; occupational medicine; safety; hazardous waste; effects of the 
working environment on workers. 

In 1998 NIOSHTIC ceased publication but is still very useful and so is 
available within OSH UPDATE + FIRE. It contains 211,526 records. 

NIOSHTIC-2 was created and is a searchable bibliographic database of 
occupational safety and health publications, supported in whole or in part 
by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). 

NIOSHTIC-2 is updated continuously. At a minimum, each citation 
contains the authors name or names, the title, and sufficient source 
information to facilitate retrieval, including the publication name, 
publication date, publication number(s), and pagination. Abstracts, key 
terms and links to full text are also provided when available. Additional 
citation information may be available under the "Full View" option. 

NIOSHTIC-2 at the time of writing contains 62,800 occupational safety 
and health information resource citations. Each month approximately 70 
current citations are added with an annual yearly yield over 800 new 
current NIOSH funded citations. Retrospective material is also added at 
about the same rate resulting in a total annual increase of approximately 
1,600 citations. A significant portion of the citations (39,000) date from 
1971 to the present. An additional 13,800 resources in NIOSHTIC-2 are 
publications dating from the 1930s to the present from the NIOSH Mining 
Safety & Health Research Laboratories (formerly the U. S. Bureau of 
Mines). 

Using OSH UPDATE + FIRE 

To enter OSH UPDATE + FIRE go to 
www.oshupdate.com 

Enter Username – in lower case 
Enter Password – in lower case 

These are given to you by Sheila Pantry 
Associates Ltd 

If anyone wishes to explore OSH 
UPDATE + FIRE a trial period is available 
for 15 days but please ask for extension 
of time if necessary. During the trial period 
it is useful to have about 4 simultaneous 
users so that you and other colleagues 
can use the system at the same time. 
Please ask. 

When you are searching OSH UPDATE + 
FIRE all 26 databases are searched 
simultaneously. 

You can also select to search just any one 
of the 26 databases, e.g. NIOSHTIC-2 by 
ticking the box against the databases 
titles listed on the home page. 

The latest, i.e. 2019 documents, are 
retrieved first. Click on the titles that are in 
red and you will get the reference and any 
full text link provided. The records in the 
bibliographic databases are increasing 
linking direct to the full text. 

You can search by author, subject 
keyword, title, journal title etc. 

Help Tips 

• Enter the words or phrases you are 
looking in the Search Terms boxes as 
appropriate. 

• You may include Boolean and other 
search operators for greater flexibility. 

• Click on Index to select terms from the 
index of currently used terms for a field. 

• Use Search to display the results. 

• Use Reset to remove the terms you've 
entered and start again. 

• Use Main Menu to return to the Main 
Menu without doing a search. 

  

http://www.oshupdate.com/
http://www.oshupdate.com/


 

Document Types 

NIOSH-Numbered Publications 

• Criteria Documents (CDs) recommend occupational safety and health standards to the Department of Labor. 

• Current Intelligence Bulletins (CIBs) convey important public health information and recommend protective 

measures. 

• NIOSH Alerts are brief publications, based on case reports, that are intended to reduce injuries and fatalities 

or diseases and to stimulate research on effective preventive measures. 

• Report of Investigations (RIs) present the results of original mining health and safety research. 

• Information Circulars (IC’s) present information compiled and analyzed by mining health and safety 

researchers. 

• Technology News is a one-page flyer used to announce a milestone in mining health and safety research, 

technology ready for transfer to industry, or an opportunity for cooperative research and development. 

• Workplace Solutions offer easy-to-understand, easy-to-access, and easy-to-use recommendations that turn 

the results of NIOSH research into occupational safety and health practice. 

• Health and Safety Guides provide basic information for employers and employees to assist them in their efforts 

to provide a safe and healthful work environment. 

• Technical Reports include a wide variety of documents that convey the results of NIOSH research. 

Health Hazard Evaluations/Hazard Evaluations and Technical Assistance (HETA) reports are the result of the 

NIOSH hazard evaluation and technical assistance program which provides, upon request, medical, nursing, and 

industrial hygiene technical and consultative assistance to Federal, state, and local agencies, labor, industry. 

Control Technology (CT) reports examine the most current methods for controlling exposures in the workplace. 

Industrywide Studies (IW) reports assess whether occupational exposures of selected worker groups are associated 

with adverse health consequences. 

Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (FACE) reports have focused primarily on selected electrical- and 

confined space-related fatalities. 

Contract reports are generated primarily from an agreement between NIOSH and a nongovernmental organization 

and typically involve scientific research. 

NIOSH Sponsored Grant reports are similar to contract reports but generally are conducted by academic institutions. 

NIOSH Training Documents were developed by NIOSH for use in its training courses or for use by other occupational 

safety and health educators. Some of these are outdated manuals, but still contain pertinent information. 

NIOSH Testimonies are given at the Department of Labor or Congressional hearings. 

Miscellaneous NIOSH reports are those documents produced by NIOSH that do not fit into any of the above categories. 

NIOSH Authored Journal Articles, Books, Symposia, etc. are reports or books and/or book chapters written by 

NIOSH authors that appear in the scientific literature either in U.S. or foreign journals or book. 

More information: https://www2a.cdc.gov/nioshtic-2/n2info.asp 

OSH UPDATE + FIRE is arguably the most comprehensive and largest collection of Occupational Safety and 

Health (OSH) and Fire information in the World and especially at the subscription price. If you know of any 

individual or organisation who may benefit from using OSH UPDATE + FIRE, please pass on free 15 working 

days trial request see www.sheilapantry.com/interest.html 

 

Sheila Pantry Associates Ltd, 85 The Meadows, Todwick, SHEFFIELD S26 1JG, UK 

Tel: +44 (0) 1909 771024 Fax: +44 (0) 1909 772829 Email: sp@sheilapantry.com 

The following websites may be of interest: 

www.sheilapantry.com www.oshupdate.com (OSH UPDATE + FIRE) 

www.oshworld.com  www.shebuyersguide.com www.sheilapantry.com/memorial 

see also www.figuk.org.uk www.frsug.org   www.historyofosh.org.uk 
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