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Newsletter 14: EU committed to meeting safety and health challenges of
enlargement

23/0472003: 2003 heralds many challenges for the Agency. &nd the key challenge is undoubtedly
preparing for enlargement. Since its inception in 1996 the Agency has taken many important steps in
promoting health and safety but none more so than working with the candidate counties to bring
them to the same level as their EU counterparts. The recent enlargement seminar confirmed the
wilingness of all parties to work towards a safer and healthier neww Europe.
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More details

Preventing psychosocial risks at work: European perspectives

11/04;2003: The closing event in Bilbao on 25 November 2002 was jointly organised by the Agency
and the Danish Presidency of the European Union. The day was structured around three morning
workshops dealing with stress, bullying and violence, and a round table discussion in the
afternoon. This Forum publication is based on the speeches made during the three workshops and
the round table discussion that followed them.

More details

Communicating information about dangerous substances

08/04/2003: The Agency is producing a series of factsheets on occupational safety and health
information about dangerous substances for the European Week for Safety and Health at Work
2003. Effective communication about the risks to workers' health and their managemenrt in the
workplace is a common challenge for employers, workers, and their representatives. This factsheet
presents points to consider for successful communication.
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Fisheries Sector

e [Ntroduction

o List of topics-Information presented by key hazards and issugs.

o A7 Index

¢ List of providers- Organisations providing information about occupational safety and health and the fisheries sectar.
« Onling Forum- Link to the Agency discussion forum

« Translation Help - Link to information about how to translate webpages

e Disclaimer

The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Mations estimate that 28.5 million people around the warld work
in fishing and fish farming, and according to the International Labour Organisation (ILO), fishing is among the most
dangerous of all professions with as many as 24,000 fishermen around the world killed each year.

On these pages you will find information on safety and heath at work in the fisheries sector. We have tried to cover as
rmany aspects of 3eafishing and Aguaculture as possible, from prevention of falls overboard at sea to safety
management on fish farms.

Aswell 35 a list of providers of good practice information (case studies, guidance, and similar information) organised by Country, there
is material organised by topic and an alphabetical index.

In the topics section you may find information on a topic by looking in the more general headings (e.g. 5eafishing) as well a5 under a
specific topic.
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Safety and health good practice online
f e seclor

Approximately 10% of werkers in the Europemn Union are employed in the health and welfore sactor, with o signifimnt proporfion emglayed in hospitaks. This
makes hed ficare one of the biggest employment sectors in Europe, covering o vost range of differant jobs. Women represent arownd 77 % of the workfora.
ccording fo Europeon data the work-related acddent ratein the hedthcore sactoris 34 % higher than the EU average. In oddition the sector |'ns the sacond
highest incidence rate of work-reloted musaloskeletol disorders (MSD), o frer construdion ('), This fodt sheet provides o bosi introdudion fo | safety
anid haahh in the hashlhcass sactr unid iow o find isforimofion for s sector on the Agency’s web sife,

The malin risk factors and related hedth problems In the healthcare sactor are well dooumentad (7). These Include the following:

= Muscuoskektal [oads — poor vaorking postures, heavy kiads.

= Hloingkal agants — migo-organkims, vruses, e.g. HIV and hepatitss B, contaminated biood.

» Chemical substancss — nduding dirfectants, anaesthetic gases and antbictics. Thay may be harmtul to the skin, of the respiiatory system;
thay may be carcirogenic.

« Radokigcal hazards.

« Changing shitts, work rhythms and right werk.

= Viakncs from members of the pubiic.

= Other factors contributing ta stress — traumatic situations, and factars in the organisation of vaork and relaticns with colleagues.

= Accidents at work —falls, cuts, neede puncturss, electnic shocks, etc

Tha ‘Topics' section of the web feature contalns Inks on Al these Issaes.

Risk assessment and effective health and safety management are the key 10 preventing and reducing healthcare-worker axposure to
Wark hazards.

This Inchiges: having In place a haalth and satety
manapament system; a preventive polcy and sk It PRY ) Boee! =74
o; viorker consuitation;  1tp:/ /europe.osho.ev.int /good proctice/healthcare/

assessment: training
properlyfesourced preventie sevioss; and the
Integration ot OSH Into other managament
processas such as purchasing and contract
tanganing, In particuar:
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WERKer representatives, for example through oo SO0
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Accident prevention in the construction sector

In the Eurapean Unlon comstruction Is the sector most at risk of
accidents ('), with mare than 1 300 peopie baing killed In
ConGHTUCtIan Scckients every year Workiwios, construction workers
ars thraa times mare Ikely to be kiied and twice as likely ta ba
Injured as warkars In other occupations. Tha costs of thesa accloents
are Immanse to the Individual, to the employer and to sodety.
Thay can amount to an appreciabie proportion of the contract price.

Ouer 95% of corstruction firme N Europe ars small and medium-
slzed enterprises (SMES). SMEs are therafore mogt aftected by
construction accidents. The adwca In this factshast s rekvant to
enterpeises of al s2ss.

Lobour imspeciorates join forces to buld o sofer Evrope

Labour Inspactoratas agoss the European Union have jaunched 3
pan-European campalgn to cut the number of acddants in tha
corstruction industry Imwaivng falls from helghts. Using 3 mix of
promotional actiitias and wocksite nspectiors, tha campagn will
start In 2003 and continue Into 2004

Promotional activities wiil target avarybody working In
corstruction: from clients and architects to employers, trade unkns
WOrkers and subcontractors,

The Inspection campalgn will focus on safety and haalth in
COPGITUCtIan SHes, accesses to WOIKPLcES and emergendy routes.
inspections will be carried aut to ensure that the approprate
preventive measures and provsions e In piace. The campalgn will
also Investigate the colgations for preventian and coomnation cn
coretructian sites,

Responsibifities

Clients, project supanisors, empioyers, IndMoual contractors and
self-employed persons all have responsiblities to ensure safety.
Relkant raqurements set in Eurapean dractives () indude:

® coneloerng cocupationd satety and hadth from the phnning stage
onwards In all construction werk. 'Work has to ba cocrdnated
between all parties Irvotvwed I planning and doing the work:
ensuing sate work equipment (covers sultabliity, sehcuon
safety faatures, safe use, training and Informatior, inspection and
maintenance);

prowiding safety and/or health signs whece nazards carnot ba
avoioed or adequately reduced by preventive massures;
prowding p protective equip hard hats, satety
hamesses, eye and respiratory protection, safety footwear etc.)
appeopriate for the rsks Invoived and where they can not ba
prevantad by cther means;

ersuring a sate working erwtronment and welfare faclities for
construction workers, .. acoass, safe i routes:

following 3 penerd framework ta manage haalth and satety
Including: assessment and prevention of risks: ghing priarity o
collective measures to aliminate nsks: cansuiting emplayees,
providing Infarmation and training: and coordinatian on satety
with contractors.

The minimum requirements set by directives have besn
Impiamentsd In natlonal leglslation that may Includs addiional
raquirements.

Employees have dutles to cooperate acthvely With employers’
preventive measures, following Ingtructions In aocardance with
traning gyen.

Consulting the workforce s a requirement. Using thelr
knowisoge helps 10 ensure hazards are comectly spotted and
workable soutiars mplemented.

Preventing orcidens — ossessing the risks

There are many hazards In construction work. Howsver thera |5
much 'qoad practice’ that can ba easity appliad to prevent accisants.,
The first step Is to carry cut 3 sultable and sufficlent risk
assessment.

T ensure a fedl reuction In the expasire of workers and cthers
(nduding sita Weitoes, passing members of tha pubilc) to harm, the
fisk assssnent shoukd congioer Jl tha ks, hazads and ensure
reuction of ofie risk ooes ot Indess anothar.

Al tha hazards shioul be [gsntified, nduding those arking from
woek acthities and from cther factors, e.g. site layout. This Is
foflowed by evallating the extent of nisks involvad, taking account
af exting pracautions. Have enough precautions been taken of
does Mmare naad to be oona? The risk assessment resuts will hep in
selecting the most appropriate qoad Practice Measures to use (%

Pradical prevention

Tha man hazards Incuoes workdng at relght, excavation work and
movng |oacs. Priority must be ghven to measures that ellminate
or reduce the hazard at source and provide collective
protection. Indviiual prctection, such as protective equipmert, Is
e Where fisks can't b2 further reuced by other means.

©Onogaing monitoring and regular Inspections are needad In
addtion to overal risk assessment,
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